
 

 

  

  

 

  

Dear Colleague, 
 
Please see this fact sheet, prepared by The Arc of the U.S, which has very helpful information 
for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) who have received 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) during the COVID pandemic. Some of the Unemployment 
Insurance policies passed by Congress resulted in unintended problems for 
certain individuals with IDD who received a high amount of UI -- often an additional $600 per 
week -- which resulted in the termination of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Medicaid 
benefits.  
 
The Social Security Administration (SSA) recently disseminated Emergency Message 20014, 
"Effect of COVID-19-Related Financial Assistance on SSI Income and Resources", which 
provides guidance, including the following: 
 

• With regard to SSI: Unemployment assistance is now not counted as either earned 
or unearned income for SSI. Unemployment assistance should be disregarded for 
purposes of the SSI asset (also called resource) limits of $2,000 for individuals.  

 
• With regard to Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), Disabled Adult Child 

(DAC) benefits, or other forms of Social Security benefits: All COVID-19 pandemic 
unemployment assistance will be disregarded and not counted as income. 

 
Please read the full fact sheet, for additional helpful information on the new guidance from 
SSA.  
 
If you know anyone who has lost SSI or Social Security benefits due to receiving Unemployment 
Income during the pandemic, please contact your local SSA office to request that these benefits 
be reinstated. Please use this Social Security Office Locator to access the phone number of 
your local SSA field office.  

 

 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001DCfOw13-CUj_MkspGVtVjf-SOMaWIZ_v5owigPfHEvWIhOVzyIxTXyOaiOrJnhZ1QU5SDuIr6qoPEEIXpWsHSCrJ3z7gZ71gGZFChZmF5PGtI7kDBCYvfvW5kazP4hjfpfrhcYPce1PMgMfZIdMxNkCd66hMmdAnTgHieQ-pwcQ8-oHme8WWCeIOr92XmGgUNxVfgOPgcvMfZq1IaLypQSFX8KehVwiK9nvyq1qMAQ4%3D%26c%3DCtmCBJCn5kcThN19N3CHqIqIRwHwPmViUIeHlB8CmXnHJHt1cBr-Ww%3D%3D%26ch%3DcREKdIs1lqQI6a7ZfaNaWTNi1PzE9smIsKuToMQGxiWIx-JN8m59jQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ccynthia.vanhoutte%40atlantichealth.org%7Cb696351c84c245caeb7708d9581533eb%7Cf6f442bea6a04cbebc321f76a10f316b%7C0%7C0%7C637637670364552467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=7wwhEcHcHoqtJOVYy0y%2FpF5pfKr5xquLq%2Bqs%2BTQX8SQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001DCfOw13-CUj_MkspGVtVjf-SOMaWIZ_v5owigPfHEvWIhOVzyIxTXyOaiOrJnhZ1QU5SDuIr6qoPEEIXpWsHSCrJ3z7gZ71gGZFChZmF5PGtI7kDBCYvfvW5kazP4hjfpfrhcYPce1PMgMfZIdMxNkCd66hMmdAnTgHieQ-pwcQ8-oHme8WWCeIOr92XmGgUNxVfgOPgcvMfZq1IaLypQSFX8KehVwiK9nvyq1qMAQ4%3D%26c%3DCtmCBJCn5kcThN19N3CHqIqIRwHwPmViUIeHlB8CmXnHJHt1cBr-Ww%3D%3D%26ch%3DcREKdIs1lqQI6a7ZfaNaWTNi1PzE9smIsKuToMQGxiWIx-JN8m59jQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ccynthia.vanhoutte%40atlantichealth.org%7Cb696351c84c245caeb7708d9581533eb%7Cf6f442bea6a04cbebc321f76a10f316b%7C0%7C0%7C637637670364562458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=EKlLhSdpwCZlpR6YbbjN8e73d0bcarg254LzVCmQxqA%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

  

You may want to cite the SSA's Emergency Message 20014 and also provide this fact sheet. If 
your request is denied, please send me an email, with all of the pertinent details including the 
date and time of your phone call with Social Security; your zip code and the location of the SSA 
field office that you contacted; the name of the employee with whom you spoke; and exactly 
what that person said in response to your request. It is my understanding that the National 
Social Security Administration wants this process to be handled appropriately, and I will follow-
up if any problems pertaining to individuals with IDD and Unemployment Insurance are reported 
to me.  
 
Our appreciation goes to The Arc of the U.S. for their great advocacy on this important issue! 

 

Please share this with others who may also be interested. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Bev 
 
 
Beverly Roberts 
Director, Mainstreaming Medical Care 
The Arc of New Jersey 
985 Livingston Avenue 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 
Email: broberts@arcnj.org 
www.mainstreamingmedicalcare.org 

 

 

 

  

You are encouraged to share this information with others who may also be 
interested. However, if you are forwarding this, please delete the "unsubscribe" link at 
the bottom of this email. If you do not remove the "unsubscribe" option and a person 
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who receives your forwarded email clicks "unsubscribe," it would result in your 
name being removed from our distribution list. 
 
Click here to see The Arc of NJ's COVID-19 information and resource page.   
Click here to access information from the State Of New Jersey on COVID-19.  
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